That's when she found hB 1642, a bill that had successfully passed through the house but had not yet been assigned to a committee in the Senate. it's never going to be done," she says. "hopefully diabetes educators are at the forefront of these initiatives. There are so many opportunities there." right now, Gonzalvo is working to build relationships and get a strong foundation with legislators so that they will know to reach out to her for helpful information on diabetes-related legislation.
Next Steps
Before the interim Study Committee next meets, 
Just Go for It
Gonzalvo's work and her success show the power one person can have. While she did the grunt work, she also mobilized her friends and colleagues to help amplify her voice. She urges those interested in advocacy to take the first step and try.
"The more diabetes educators we can get involved in grassroots advocacy and doing these types of things, [the more we] will increase the likelihood of things like getting reimbursement for diabetes education services because we will have a bigger presence and voice. our work is important, and we need as many diabetes educators doing these types of activities so that we can see the progress we want to see," says Gonzalvo.
We Need to Be Our Own Advocates 
